
 

 

Archer Atwood Books 

Atwood’s Arrows 
With each issue we hope to 
bring you the latest news 

floating around the Archer 
Atwood Books Universe.  

May/June 2018 

May Memories  
May is an odd month for me. It is full of special birthdays and 
anniversaries. For most of my adult life this month has been day to day 
celebrations. Then it happens. All those birthdays/holidays become 
reminders of those now gone. I celebrate those still here one day, then 
I am sad the next over who is now gone. Why were so many family 
members born and married in May?? Time gets lost to me as I ride this 
roller coaster of feelings. It seems the month just started, then I wake 
up and its over and I feel I haven’t accomplished anything! And its not 
like I forget this each year. You would think I would prepare myself! I 
would coach myself in April-now get ready-buck up-when you turn 
that crank, May-in-the-Box is gong to jump out at you! Nope. Wham, I 
let it punch me in the face!  Am I alone in this situation? No. Many of 
you go through the same thing. We do our best to remember with 
gladness their lives and control our grief. It’s a long hard journey. A 
journey we must endure because it makes us grow as humans. We 
develop empathy and ways of helping to ease the suffering of others.  
With the coming of Memorial Day, let us use those skills to bring 
comfort to families who have lost loved ones in battle, whose struggle 
is for more than just one month.     Atwood  

Happy Mothers and Fathers Day! fathers, but we all had one!  Give em 
a shout We all may not be mothers or fathers, but we all had one! Celebrate 
by calling your parents. My favorite phrase my mother use to say when me 

and my siblings started sharing stories: “I thought you were such good kids!”. I loved 
hearing my mother say, “And I thought you were such a good kid!”  

     Moon and Stars 

May 9th 

May 29th 
and June 

28th 

June 21st  

June 27th  

Jupiter closest to the 
Earth! 

Full Moons 

Summer Solstice 

Saturn closest to the 
Earth! 



Celebrate the Spring Moon  
The Willow’s Moon Song Series is heavily sprinkled with appreciation for 

the phases of the moon, seasons, and earth spirits.    
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Our ancestors believed in planting 
according to the Moon and what phase she 

was in: Many farmers even today swear by that plan.  

I am always willing to sprinkle a little Willow’s Moon Song 
magic into my life, so why not try it?  The plan is simple:  
The moon pulls the tides and so it will pull water up from 
the ground. During the growing full moon plant seeds so 
they will take advantage of all that moisture. It is also the 
time to plant flowers and vegetables that bear crops above 
ground. During the waning moon, when the light diminishes 
and energy decreases, it is time to plant bulbs, root 
vegetables, transplant and prune. It is a time of rest. 

In New England this spring, it will be tricky to follow this 
plan because of all the cold damp weather causing the 
ground to still be a little chilly.  But, I am going to do my 
best. Happy gardening everyone!! See you out under the 
moon!  Atwood 
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You can’t tell me that bright red silk growing 
on a cob of corn doesn’t have some magic in it? 

If you would like to read about my great gardening experiment “Three Sisters: 
Fact or Fiction” please head over to the Maplewood Press blog. 
http://maplewoodpress.com/the-three-sisters-planting-method-fact-of-fiction-lets-
give-it-a-whirl/ 
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Our ancient ancestors celebrated the winter and summer 
solstice. There are many theories out there as to why. I 
like to keep it simple and positive: Nature is a wonder, 
and beautiful, and occasionally cruel. And most of the 
time we have no control over her. Nothing we can do 
about that. But, we can enjoy the color of plants and 
animals, and the rhythms of life and the changing 
seasons. We can do it in our own special way.  One way 
of course is to celebrate the seasons and to travel to 
England and be part of the solstice celebration at 
Stonehenge. Now THAT I would really like to do. But if 
you can’t make it there, then you can always travel to the 
“American Stonehenge” in Salem, New Hampshire:  
https://stonehengeusa.com 

There you will find small stone chambers and standing stones aligned with the solstices. Many say they are 
thousands of years old and no one is sure who placed them there. It is a fun and quirky place.  (We would 
share some photos from our trip, but sadly we are not allowed to publish them. You will just have to go see 

them yourself or visit the website.)  

There is another mysterious solstice aligned stone landmark. This one is in Rhode 
Island. It is called the Newport Tower. There are fun legends that say it was built by 
Vikings or Templars. Now they say that it was built by early colonists. An interesting 
find was that those top windows align with the rising sun on the winter solstice. They 
have also seen the moon rise through those top windows every 18 years, with the last 
time happening December 2015.  Check out Jim Egan’s youtube videos to learn more 
about it.   

         How about this June21st you get up before sunrise and make note where the sun 
comes up. Plant your own standing stone pointing at it, or hang up a picture or window frame to 
“frame” it like Stonehenge, so each year you can anticipate it and celebrate life!   

Happy Summer 
Solstice 

June 21st in the longest day of the year. 
Wow, I could have sworn we just had 
the shortest day of the year. Has six 
months really passed that quickly? I 

guess it has! Now it is time to get 
outdoors and enjoy every bit of that 

warm sun and blue skies! 
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Archer Atwood Books-the 
Younger Version! 

I recently had the chance to 
attend the New England 
conference of the Society of 
Children’s Book Writers and 
Illustrators. I had a great time.    
https://www.scbwi.org/ 

We plan to launch a 
children’s booklist in the near 
future so I wanted to network 
and learn all that I could from 
a great bunch of professionals 
and enthusiastic authors and 
illustrators. I came away from 
the conference with THREE 
book ideas, new skills, and a 
list of books I wanted to read 
and admire. My plan was to 
get an idea of what each age 
groups storylines are like, 
then I would donate the books 
to a family member who is a 
teacher. That was my original 
plan till I started reading and 
looking at these beautiful 
books! My new plan is 
purchase copies and send 
them to her because I want to 
keep several of the books! 
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Now before you scoff and say, 
why should I, an adult, even 
bother with this article or look 
at the books mentioned? I say 
hold on! One reason to take 
time to look at what kids are 
reading now, is that we are all 
still kids inside. Everyone 
loves a fun quick read and 
enjoys looking at beautiful 
artwork. If you feel funny 
buying or looking at them 
yourself, then tell everyone 
its for your child or a niece or 
nephew. Not me, I will always 
remain a lover of well 
illustrated children’s books. I 
just bought an old copy of 
King Arthur illustrated by  
N.C. Wyeth-gorgeous! He 
remains one of my favorite 
artists. A new Illustrator I 
have learned about is Matt 
Phelan who was at the 
conference. His new graphic 
novel Snow White is amazing, 
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Another 
new fave 
is  
William 
Joyce.   

 

 

 

 

 

His Ollie and his Guardians of 
Childhood Series-Jack Frost 
above, are stunning. 

 If you need a fun little book 
to help you get up after a 
“fall” or to get over a bad  
exper-
ience, 
treat 
yourself to 
this book:  

So that’s 
my 
challenge 
to your 
summer reading list! Be a kid 
again! Atwood  

Archer Atwood Books News 

Memorial Day Veteran’s Day VS Memorial Day: Veteran’s Day is the day we honor all veterans. Memorial Day is 
when we remember those who have fallen in battle. 

Please take a moment out of your busy holiday weekend to think about all those souls who 
bravely charged into battle and sacrificed their lives so our country will remain free. 
Especially reach out to the WWII Veterans who will soon no longer be with us, and listen to 
them talk about the friends who never made it home. We need to never forget them!  To honor 
my Dad and his “crew” I wrote about them over on Maplewood Press: The Blue Raiders. I 
would love to see everyone research and write about their family member’s military 
experience. You will learn so much and deepen your understanding of what they went  
through.  Atwood        http://maplewoodpress.com/the-blue-raiders/ 



 

Now let Summer Begin!! 

 Wishing you all a safe and fun summer. Please take time out for a vacation to 
replenish your soul. Include a no tech weekend. Every year we go camping and 
do it tent style! No electricity, no TV or radio etc. If you want to use your cell 
phone, you better have a solar battery to charge it. This break from the world 
does wonders for us.  It will for you, too. It slows down your breathing and your 
mind and lets imagination and wonder sneak in!    

  

 


